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wild and roguish exploits. At twenty he set
up a Tol, or Sanskrit school, and pupils, good
and bad, flocked to his feet; for he was a born
teacher, knowing in himself how the tough
fibres of the rebel mind can best be humoured.
He was at this stage still very godless; some
would say excess of imagination made him
sceptical " His mind was as clear as the sky,
and his temperament like the sweet-scented
cephalika flower.'5 It attracted all those who
came near him in spite of his teasing, tantalising
spirit.
Before he settled down, Nimai made a tour
of the seats of learning in Bengal, where his
Sanskrit grammar, young grammarian as he
was, had already become the accepted book.
We find him returning home, full of honours,
after many months, and catching a delighted
first glimpse of the place girdled by the
Ganges, its temples rising above the tree-
tops. He had married before he left home ;
and now, as some friends met him half-
way and with a touch of his old mischief he
mimicked for them the accent of East Bengal,
they disappeared mysteriously when he got
near his mother's door. On reaching it, he